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End of Term 3
As the term draws to a close I would like to acknowledge the contributions of so many to the 
school over the past ten weeks. We are renowned for encouraging our students to balance their  
academic studies with the myriad of extra curricular opportunities all of which are provided to 
extend, inspire, challenge and develop their skills and talents. It has been fantastic once again to 
see so many having done just that with clubs, committees, music, sport, debating, public speaking 
and peer mentoring thriving across the school. Thank you to our fantastic staff who initiate and 
oversee these opportunities, often in addition to their teaching responsibilities.

For our VCE Unit 4 students the holiday break will be interspersed with Revision Lectures and 
Practice Examinations to support their studies prior to the end of year examinations in November.  
I am confident that our students will make the most of the opportunities provided for them to fully 
prepare themselves for the final weeks of their schooling at Balwyn High School.

Overseas Opportunities for our Staff and Students
This week our China Tour departed with Tammy Li leading a two week immersion into Chinese 
culture and history for the first time. She is joined by Andrew Corr, Siobhan Mahony, Paul Gear and 
Eliza Broadbent and 22 students who will undoubtedly be impressed by all that they experience. 
During their time in China the touring party will enjoy immersion visits in two of our sister-schools 
– The High School Affiliated to Fudan University in Shanghai and Guangya High School in 
Guangzhou.

I am very appreciative to School Council for their endorsement of our tours, particularly with this 
year’s planned cultural activities, as we strengthen our links to China and provide opportunities for 
our school community to deepen our understanding of Chinese educational priorities. I wish the 
touring group safe and happy travels. This is a wonderful opportunity for our staff and students 
and will provide lifelong memories for all of their participants.

Looking to 2020, we are now busily planning for two USA Tours in September – an inaugural 
STEAM tour to Florida (including Kennedy Space Centre) and our fourth Visual and Performing 
Arts Tour to Los Angeles and New York. These tours will be offered again in 2021 with the STEAM 
tour planned for the March holidays in that year. The parent information nights held last week for 
these tours attracted much interest. These exciting opportunities can only occur with the support 
of our staff. I thank James Shepherd, Rikara Ahmat, Ramona Tilley and Chris Greig for their 
contributions to the planning of both trips to date.

Naming Competition for our Building Precinct
Thank you to the dozens of students, staff and parents who have submitted entries in the Naming 
Competition for our new Building Precinct. The competition closed on Monday and I will be 
compiling the list for School Council to discuss at our October meeting. Entries have ranged 
from the acknowledgement of indigenous culture, to creative concepts in the style of DeZign and 
Xplore, to honouring former and current BHS community members and those from the wider 
community.  

I will look forward to informing our community when a decision has been made. In the meantime 
we will continue to watch the two wings come alive on site as the building works continue into 
term four.

Deborah Harman
Principal
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Term 3 Progress Reports
Term 3 progress reports will be available from 4.00pm Thursday 19 September through Compass 
accounts. Please ensure a copy is saved. If you have experienced any difficulty in accessing your 
parent Compass account, please call the Registrar on 9862 4106.  

Student Absences – Check and Approve Now
The Department of Education and Training requires all student absences to be explained by 
parents/guardians. Parents are requested to approve any absences as soon as possible by 
either approving past or future absences for their son/daughter online, or by sending a note to 
the relevant sub school office. Parents and students are reminded that all absences need to be 
explained prior the subject enrolment period during November and December this year. When 
you access your son/daughter’s progress report through your Compass parent account, take the 
time to check their attendance and approve any ‘unapproved absences’. This can be easily done 
by:  Selecting ‘Student Profile’ (for your son/daughter) --> Click the ‘Attendance’ tab --> Click 
the ‘Approvals’ tab --> Click 'Add Approval' --> Enter the details of the absence (if you believe 
that any listed absences are incorrect please contact the school immediately) --> Click the 'Save' 
button. Prents are reminded to keep their password private. 

Change Over to Summer Uniform
As from the first day of Term 4, Monday 7 October, students are to wear the summer uniform. In 
order to continue to maintain the school’s culture of having ‘uniform Uniform,’ please note the 
following requirements: 

•	 the summer shirt is a styled summer shirt with school logo;
•	 when wearing shorts, only light grey long socks are permissible. The correct style of 

school socks can be purchased through Bob Stewart’s or at the General Office;
•	 Black leather Oxford style lace-up shoes with low heels or T-bar sandals (Harrison Style)
•	 summer dresses must be worn at or below knee length and have above the ankle white 

socks. The waistband of the skirt must not be folded up;
•	 the second-hand uniform shop is open in the canteen every Thursday afternoon from 

3.00pm; and
•	 the blazer is still the outer garment to be worn to and from school (not the green jumper).

Thank you for your cooperation in ensuring our high standard of uniform continues during Term 
4.

Year 12 – VTAC Choices
In addition to concluding their school based assessments and preparing for their end of year 
examinations, our Year 12 students have also been carefully considering their choices for their 
ongoing tertiary pathways. VTAC preferences are open and students have been informed on the 
importance of being fully informed and carefully considering their choices. A Parent Information 
Evening was held by Erin Shale, Pathways and Transitions Counsellor, which outlined the 
process for many of our Year 12 families. Erin is an invaluable source of information and support 
for students as they make these vital decisions. She meets with every Year 12 student, some of 
them on numerous occasions, in order to support the pathway decision for every member of our 
diverse community. Parents and students are encouraged to contact the Erin Shale or the Senior 
School Office if they have any queries about VTAC selections.

Preparing for 2020 VCE  
A vital part of the preparation for VCE is the Ignition Program which occurs at the end of 
2019. During the Ignition Program students will actually undertake the first week of their VCE.  
Knowledge and skills will be developed which will enable students to undertake the preparation 
work necessary for the best start to their VCE years. It is important that students attend these 
classes as they provide invaluable preparation for next year and the learning content of these 
lessons will not be repeated in 2020.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Josie Millard
Assistant Principals
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Year 12 – Approaching the Final Examinations
At our year level assembly this week, Year 12 students were reminded of how much influence 
they hold over their final results as they enter these final six weeks before examinations. If this 
time is used carefully and productively, students may make a significant impact on their final 
examination result.

All students have now been emailed an Examination Revision Planner for each of their Unit 3 and 
4 subjects. The intention of this planner is to direct study time during the holidays and ensure 
that all aspects of each subject are covered. Students in previous years have commented on how 
invaluable this tool has been in supporting them through their examination preparation.

Many students will also form study groups over the holidays. This is an extremely effective way 
of learning. Students are able to ask questions in a safe and supportive environment as well as 
challenge each other to think deeply and broadly, making connections that they are unable to 
on their own.

Celebration Day and Graduation Night
Graduation Night is taking place on Thursday 17 October and it promises to be an amazing 
night. It is important that all aspects of our celebrations are a fitting tribute to the students. Earlier 
this week, letters were posted on Newsfeed for parents and emailed to students regarding 
the arrangements for the end of formal classes, the final day of school and the celebration of 
graduation. Please read the information carefully and note the times, dates and expectations 
regarding behaviour and uniform.

Year 10 and 11 – Approaching Examaminations
Any Year 11 students studying a Unit 3 and 4 subject this year, are encouraged to implement 
good study habits over the holiday period. It is not too early to start considering the Unit 2 
examinations. It is important that Year 11 students accept that their work habits fundamentally 
impact on Year 12. Year 10 students should also begin preparing for Semester 2 exams over this 
break.

Students should reflect on their work practices in the lead up to previous examinations and 
consider some strategies for improvement. These could include:

•	 concentrating and working effectively in class during Term 4;
•	 beginning exam preparation earlier;
•	 changing study routines to focus on understanding of content; and
•	 increasing the number of hours of homework during week nights.

Thank you to Families
The VCE years are challenging for our students but we cannot overlook the impact that these 
years have on the whole family. Parents, guardians and siblings have provided so much support 
to Year 12 students as they have completed their final stage of learning. They have been there 
to provide food, unconditional support, and emotional energy and have stepped back when 
necessary to ensure that Year 12 students have been able to make their own decisions and their 
own study plans. On behalf of our Class of 2019 and the wider learning community at Balwyn 
High School – Thank You.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Celebrating an outstanding Term
As Term 3 comes to a close we have an opportunity to look back on another busy term and all 
that we have achieved. In some respects, Term 3 feels like the moving term with so much of our 
thoughts turned to 2020 and the subject selection process. I must congratulate students and their 
families for their commitment to this very important process, from attendance at information nights 
and subject expos through careful examination and consideration of subjects in our handbooks. 
It was a real pleasure talking to students about their aspirations and being a part of the important 
decision making process. One on one consultations with students about their subject choices for 
2020 also provided us with a chance to review current reports of academic progress and discuss 
learning goals moving forward. In this term, we enjoyed Winter Concerts, the House Festival 
and Carnival Day – all excellent examples of the rich co-curricular opportunities on offer for our 
students and a fabulous way to connect with students in a different context to the classroom. In 
sporting news, we recently celebrated two outstanding achievements with congratulations going 
to our Year 7 Girls Soccer Team and our Year 8 Girls Badminton Team – both State Champions. 
Members of both teams and their student coaches worked tirelessly and showed great spirit and 
determination to reach the pinnacle of their respective sporting arenas. We are so proud of them 
and each and every student who represented Balwyn High School in interschool competitions 
this year.

Boroondara Park Primary School Visit
An important part of our transition program into Year 7 at Balwyn High School are the visits from 
our network Primary Schools where primary school students get one of their first tastes of high 
school life. Recently, we welcomed the last of our schools, Boroondara Park and their delegation 
of over 90 students, many of whom will be joining us in 2020. Students visited the canteen (a 
highlight for many) before sitting back and watching the changeover between classes where 
nearly 2100 students move from Period 1 to Period 2. A science lesson and scavenger hunt 
rounded out a very full and action-packed morning. All the while, our visitors were supported 
by friendly and familiar faces: Boroondara Park graduates and current Balwyn High School 
Year 7 students who shared their reflections of the high school experience including events, 
clubs, homework, leadership opportunities and much more. Next term we complete our primary 
school visits by inviting students from non-network Primary Schools who are enrolled at Balwyn 
High School in 2020 before we start our run of information evenings – the first being our Laptop 
Information Evening on Monday 14 October. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Rikara Ahmat, Director of Science and our excellent 
science teachers for their support of the primary school visits. I would also like to thank Deanna 
Pattieson, Claire Moloney, Rosie Hilder and John Noonan for their excellent organisation and 
facilitation of the program. Finally, a big thank you to all our wonderful Year 7 volunteers who 
volunteered their time to make our guests feel truly welcome.

Looking ahead
We head in to a much-needed break with thoughts of exciting things to come in Term 4 including 
our Art Show and Spring Concerts. Singing rehearsals will continue for Year 7 and 8 students in 
preparation for Presentation Night on Monday 9 December. Year 9 students will showcase all their 
hard-work on their personalised investigation into a cultural issue at our Endeavour exhibitions. 
They will also experience their first set of exams with more information on that to come early in 
term 4. 
I wish all families a safe and happy holidays and I look forward to seeing all students recharged 
and ready to go on Monday 7 October.

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Grace Yin
Director of International Program

“Balwyn High School has always championed and will continue to champion, the benefits of 
internationalising education and welcoming international students into our great school community”

Words from the Principal of Balwyn High School
Deborah Harman

International Program Express 

Love and Melbourne - 2019 Storytelling Competition
A number of our International Students entered the 2019 Storytelling Competition through Study 
Melbourne and MWF and four students were invited to the awards ceremony as they were 
awarded as finalists out of hundreds of competitiors in the High School Section. Rachel Wang, 
Winnie Weng, Tina Tang and Cathryn Wu stories were shortlisted. The following are their stories.                     

Good Morning, Melbourne
“Good Morning!”

This is the first phrase I learnt in English, it’s short, simple and easy to be pronounced. When I 
first learnt this, I didn’t know that it would become an integral part of my life in Melbourne. 

Before I began studying in Melbourne, ‘Good Morning’ to me, was a phrase that could be used 
between friends, family members, or classmates, but definitely not strangers. 

Why? 

“Well, cuz they’re just strangers.” I would reply like that if you ask me about this two years ago. 

So when the lady passing by looking at me in her beautiful turquoise eye and said: “Good 
Morning!” on my first day in Melbourne, I literally ran away. 

“What’s her intention? Did she confuse me with someone else? Or was she trying to sell 
something to me? Or maybe she’s trying to gain my trust and kidnap me?” Those ridiculous 
thoughts kept coming up in my mind when I was at the bus stop, and every new idea told me it’s 
a super ‘wise’ decision to run away without replying her back. 

I was so proud of my smart choice, until the bus came.

The bus stopped, the door opened, and when I got on the bus, the driver smiled at me and said: 
“Good Morning!”

And that’s the moment when I finally realised that, all the lady wanted from me was just a short, 
simple and easy to be pronounced phrase —“Good Morning”. 

The story doesn’t end with my blushing face, I decided to say “Good Morning” to her if I meet 
her the next morning. And luckily, I did meet her again on the same path. 

When I saw her, my heart was racing, my palms were sweating, but I made it. 

http://
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“Good Morning!”

“Oh, Good Morning!” She looked back at me in her turquoise eyes again, and I knew that I 
successfully said “Good Morning” to a stranger for the first time in my life.  

Now, I am used to saying “Good Morning” to everyone I meet in the morning, no matter who 
they are, no matter where they are, as long as the sun is still rising, I always say “Good Morning”. 

And when I look back to my first month in Melbourne, I really want to say “thank you” to this short, 
simple and easily pronounced phrase, because when I say “Good Morning” to 
different people here, I feel that I am also a member of this city, a person that’s 
included in this beautiful place. 

Good Morning, strangers.

Good Morning, Melbourne. Tina Tang Yr 11

Falling in love with Melbourne 
It had already been two months in Melbourne. Our school carried out an excursion in the CBD for 
Year 9 international students. I was nervous, but excited, as it was my first time visiting the city. 
That day, I viewed the unique architecture in Melbourne, and experienced the lovely atmosphere 
in the city. 

After an hour on the tram, we finally arrived at Flinders Street Station. It is Australia’s first city 
railway station. Many people pass through this station every day. The iconic clock and the 
building style are  enormous beauty. Everything was totally different from my home country. 

While appreciating the scenery of the CBD, we had to complete the tasks assigned by teachers 
and find the landmark buildings in the city. We ended up finding and drawing the buildings in 
front of the State Library. We were left with the last task, which was also the most challenging 
task for me—asking strangers to draw smiley faces on the task paper. It was hard for us, as we 
were not familiar with the city, and we were afraid of rejection. Standing in front of the library, we 
hesitated. Finally, I took a deep breath and decided to try. We looked at to two young men selling 
caramelised peanuts in front of the library and walked over to them. They smiled and greeted 
us. I handed them the paper and asked if they could help us draw a smiley face. They agreed 
without hesitation, and began chatting with us. I told them we are international students from 
China and explained that it was one of the tasks in the excursion. We thanked them for helping 
us. What surprised us was that one of them then replied in Mandarin. It was unbelievable for both 
my friend and I to meet a native Australian, who could speak my home country’s language. He 
told us that he had learned Mandarin for a long time. He also encouraged us that we didn’t have 
to worry, we would get used to this new city very soon. Before we left, they also gifted us some 
caramelized peanuts.

Even though we were strangers, they were hospitable to us and wanted to give us a hand. They 
shared their kindness with us and gave us support. How friendly! Eating the sweet caramelised 
peanuts, breathing the fresh air, enjoying the beautiful sunshine and remembering 
the conversation I just had with those young men, I couldn’t help smiling and 
feeling happy. Ever since that experience, I have felt like I belong here, sincerely, 
from the bottom of my heart.

Winnie Weng Yr 10

International Program Express 
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Amazing Experience in Melbourne 
Last August, I arrived in Melbourne and the city brought the first feeling to me was cold and blue 
sky. I was supposed to go back to China to finish my high school. However, it was a perfect 
chance so I decided to stay in Melbourne for the last three years.

I have already been in Melbourne for almost a year. During this year, I have got friendship, part 
time job and assisted lots of students because of participation in school activities. At the end of 
the last year, I was chosen to be a step leader, student ambassador, house captain and tutorial 
captain at 2019. I try my best to involve in school activities and I made friends with brilliant 
students and lovely teachers. 

Melbourne is one of the most meaningful cities for me all around the world. The most beautiful 
and lovely place is the kind of its people. Recently, I got a part time job at McDonalds so that I work 
after school and then after finishing my shift, I have to wait for the bus to go home. Sometimes, 
it is hard to say that the bus would arrive at the stop on time although I can see the bus time on 
my phone. 

Once on a Friday night when I finished my shift, it was already been nine o’clock at night. I went 
to the bus stop and waited my bus for over thirty minutes. I saw a bus coming, but it was not my 
bus. Then I let it go, however, the bus changed the number to my bus after I refused it. I was so 
despaired and I did not know if there is any bus coming after ten o’clock at night. I was totally 
freaked out at that time. Things began to have some changes because a local couple saw how 
depressed I was. They went to my side and asked me ‘Are you okay, do you need some help?’. 
After understanding what was going on, they suggested to give me a ride to home and I had to 
give my address to them. Though I was very glad and grateful to see that they were trying to help 
me, I was concerned that whether my situation could be dangerous or not while I went to their 
car. Eventually, I chose to refuse their help and they left. After a few seconds, 
the couple shook their hands to the taxi and walked to my side. Then they said 
they would pay for the taxi that sent me back home. I was so happy and felt 
extremely grateful for their behaviour. The most impressed sentence is that the 
man said ‘I do not want you to have any bad memories about this city.’

I love Melbourne, especially the people from Melbourne who let me feel 
extremely welcome. I fell in love with Melbourne. Melbourne has the kindest 
people I have ever seen and they would like to help you if you are in trouble.

Rachel Wang Yr 10

International Program Express 

Me and Melbourne 
Characters
Xinyi Wu - an overseas student from China; came to Melbourne about 3 years ago
Heesung (Hannah) Kim - a local student who moved to Melbourne since primary school
Ms Broadbent - year lever coordinator teacher
Ruilin Cai - an international student; Xinyi’s best friend 
Neighbor  - Xinyi’s neighbor 

The lights rise on XINYI
XINYI: This is what it was like. Melbourne made the invisible visible.
RUILIN: It was a particular sunny morning. 
XINYI: Care, culture, confidence and cloud – the elements that have made me fall in love with 
the city. 
HEESUNG: Near her house, Xinyi was walking on the street. She smiled at her neighbor when 
she saw him walking out of his house just to show courtesy, and then…
NEIGHBOR: (Smiling back enthusiastically) G’day!
XINYI: (Surprised by the enthusiasm; trying to utter the contracted version of the words) G’day 
too! 

http://
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RUILIN: She thought of the old couple she bumped into when she was jogging yesterday 
afternoon, who also smiled at her and said “Good on you!” although they didn’t even know her. 
MS BROADBENT: A feeling of warmth surged from her heart. Translated into a big warm smile 
which she carries every day. 

XINYI, HEESUNG and MS BROADBENT at school.

MS BROADBENT: Presentation Night is next week. Let’s do a quick rehearsal. Now Hannah, 
would you prefer the name Heesung Kim or Hannah Kim when we announce the award?
HEESUNG: (With a polite yet confident smile) Heesung, please. 
XINYI: (To the audience) I would have said my English name if I were asked question before her. 
But instead, I said – 
MS BROADBENT: Cathryn, would you prefer your Chinese name as well? 
XINYI: Yes, please. 
MS KNUCKEY: (Smiling warmly) Of course. You have to be my Chinese pronunciation teacher 
then. Xinyi. Too hard for me. 
RUILIN: It was at that instant that Xinyi suddenly realized how well respected all different cultures 
and culture inheritance are in this city. 
XINYI: No, not only the culture. But also every other type of difference. We celebrate Harmony 
Day. We celebrate IDAHOBIT day. We, as Melbourne citizens, celebrate diversities and embrace 
them all. Warmly, and proudly. 

Light shifts. XINYI and RUILIN walking towards home. 

XINYI: Yeah I don’t whether you should…
RUILIN: (Waiting) Can you finish the sentence? 

Beat. RUILIN turns around. 

RUILIN: What are you doing there? 
XINYI: Shh. Come, come. 

RUILIN walks to where XINYI stands.

RUILIN: Wow. 
XINYI: Wow. 

Beat.

RUILIN: The sky is just beautiful. 
XINYI: I know right. Look at the clouds. 

Long beat. 

XINYI: You know. I can literally stand here for an hour, just looking at the white floating 
marshmallows. Watch how they move, how they change and not think about anything else. 
RUILIN: Nothing else. 
NEIGHBOR: Except the warmth of care. 
HEESUNG: Except the diversity of culture.
MS BROADBENT: Except the smile of confidence. 
XINYI: Except me and Melbourne. 
RUILIN: The city that makes the invisible visible?
XINYI: (With conviction)  Yes. And the city I love. 

They exit. Lights rise on the curtain: 

“I love Melb”
Cathryn Wu Yr 12

http://
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Be Well at Balwyn - A Thought from Student Services

Congratulations!
Well done to all students and staff for their efforts in Term 3. On behalf of Student Services, we 
wish everyone a restful and relaxing term break.

'R U OK?’ Day
Thursday 12 September was ‘R U OK?’ Day. Student Services 
partnered with the Student Representative Council to bring awareness 
to the important messages of the day through offering free toasted 
sandwiches for all staff and students. R U OK?'s mission is to inspire 
and empower everyone to connect meaningfully with people around 
them and support anyone struggling at a particular moment in time. 

The organisation’s goals are to: 

1. Boost our confidence to meaningfully connect and ask about 
life's ups and downs 

2. Nurture our sense of responsibility to regularly connect and 
support others 

3. Strengthen our sense of belonging because we know people are 
there for us 

4. Be relevant, strong and dynamic 

Students and staff were reminded about the importance of ‘checking in’ with each other and 
taking the time to ask the simple question… “Are you ok?” to promote positive mental health. 
Staff and students assisting with the day also provided guidance around how to ask is someone 
is Okay and what to do if you need help yourself. 

It is important to make sure we are extra kind to one another, today and every day. Everyone 
needs extra support sometimes and by reaching out to ask for help, or taking the time to connect 
with another person, we are making things a little easier for us all and ensuring no one is on their 
own when life gets tough. 

Student Services Team

http://
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News - In Our Classrooms
Small group and whole class discussions
Class discussions provide students with an excellent opportunity to publicly share their ideas as 
well as be exposed to the ideas of other students. They also allows them to apply their knowledge 
and reflect on their attitudes, beliefs and values. Taking part in whole-class discussions can be 
challenging for some students but it has many benefits, such as improving communication 
skills, exploring diverse perspectives, generating their own ideas, critiques of alternative ideas, 
developing metacognitive skills (becoming more familiar with their own thinking processes) and 
uncovering attitudes, beliefs and values. Below, Dan Stavretis (Year 8) shares his thoughts on the 
benefits of class discussions for learning.

Tegan Knuckey
Director of Pedagogy

What do you see as the main benefits for students of engaging in small group and whole class 
discussions?
I personally love how classroom discussion provides opportunities for students to think deeply 
about a topic. This comes about from different perspectives being added to the discussion, most 
often challenging or extending ideas in a way which requires students to go beyond their own 
opinions or ideas. Engaging in the exchange of ideas makes classroom discussion very enjoyable! 
I also think that classroom discussion is a great way to build public speaking skills without being 
under the nerves of a formal environment.

In which subject do you find discussions with your peers most productive/interesting? Why is 
this?
I find that the most interesting class discussions occur when the topic or question being discussed 
is open to a wide range of ideas, because this is when students get the chance to have their ideas 
challenged or extended, or engage in friendly debate. This type of discussion occurs in every 
subject, but I find that I really enjoy the great debates that occur concerning ethics and social 
issues in Humanities. I also find that class discussion is really rich when doing problem solving 
in Maths and STEAM design tasks in Science, because lateral thinking requires the collaboration 
of ideas.

What advice do you have for students who feel shy about taking part in whole class discussions?
When I am questioning whether or not I think my answers or ideas are ‘good’ enough, I try to 
remind myself that firstly, mistakes are natural for everyone, and secondly, understand that mistakes 
can always be viewed as a learning opportunity. It is also encouraging to know that people are 
supportive of what everyone has to contribute in the classroom. 

What can your teachers do to ensure whole class discussions are as productive as possible?
One thing teachers do to enhance whole class discussions is allow the students to take the 
reign of leading and continuing the discussions. This allows students to feel a 
sense of independence from the teacher by encouraging them to coordinate the 
discussion. Often, I also find that these discussions can seem a bit more informal, 
which further promotes discussion from everyone in the class. However, it is 
important that the teacher makes sure that the discussion doesn’t lull!

Dan Stavretis Yr 8

Return to page 1
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I am extremely grateful I had the opportunity to attend the Deakin Oration, this year delivered by 
Professor Warren, former chief justice of the Supreme Court of Victoria. It not only provided new 
insights into the significance as Alfred Deakin as a person and the role he played in Australia’s 
past, but also the importance and relevance of his legacy in today’s society. Professor Warren 
drew some interesting parallels between Deakin’s world and our own, suggesting that his work 
may play an influential role concerning Australia’s place in the world and how we move forwards. 
Underpinning all of this, Professor Warren stressed the significance of the rule of law as key to the 
success and fame Deakin achieved, reminding me that we should be very grateful to live in this 
safe and prosperous society, which he himself was central to creating.

Jonathan Cunningham Yr 11

The Deakin Oration
Last week, Jonathan, Ms. Cantor and I attended the ‘Deakin Oration’, a speech given each year 
by a famed speaker. This year, we heard from The Hon. Marilyn Warren AC QC, the first female 
Supreme Court Justice of Victoria. She discussed, at great length, the history of one of Australia’s 
most prominent founding fathers, Alfred Deakin, the man whose name graces a University, a few 
suburbs, a federal electorate and a large number of Streets.

The speech told me an entirely new story about a man I had, frankly, no knowledge about. The man 
who assisted in drafting our constitution, who negotiated with the British Government when they 
were opposed to relinquishing power from the very start (dismissing the colonists as below them), 
and then going on to become Australia’s second Prime Minister (as well as the founder of what 
would evolve into the Liberal Party of Australia). His role in advancing the right to vote for women in 
Australia, though considered to be pragmatically political rather than ideologically driven, shows 
his ability to be persuaded by a solid argument. His consistent role in reform and federalism has 
done much to shape our nation, both literally as well as on broader scale, eventually acting as one 
of the core creators of the Australian High Court. Working to establish an Australian currency, the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics and the Bureau of Meteorology, he lay the foundations for respected 
modern-day institutions of government, which we continue to rely on today.

In his darker moments, he was one of the chief architects of the White Australia Policy, and so the 
responsibility for its travesties do lay his feet. However, as the Chief Justice reminded us, he was 
a man who listened to the voice of society and was persuaded accordingly, so his support of the 
policy could boil down to an attempt to score new political capital - though this should not justify 
what occurred.

I’d like to thank Balwyn High School for giving us the opportunity to be its representatives at 
this phenomenal annual event, which brings together students from across the State to visit our 
magnificent State Parliament, with the aim of engaging us all in the political legacy of Sir Alfred 
Deakin.

Ned Lindenmayer Yr 11

Return to page 1
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Kinder Incursion
On Monday 9 September, Balwyn High School opened its doors for the small steps of our 
kindergarten friends at the Merrell Kindergarten. The children enjoyed listening to stories read 
to them by our QuickSmart reading enhancement students. The story reading was followed by 
the children drawing a visual representation of their story with the assistance of their QuickSmart 
reading partner. 

In the words of our students: 

“We enjoyed reading to the kids and watching them draw. They were super cute.” - Kirelos 
Thomas 

“We had a fantastic time reading books, drawing with the kinder kids and seeing how they 
responded to Here Hidden and Head questions.” - Daniel Subhani 

We look forward to this being an annual event on the school and QuickSmart calendar.

Doreen Longo 
Head of Learning Support 

Return to page 1
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Student Leaders Partnership Forum with Glen Waverley Secondary College
On Friday 13 September, Balwyn student leaders from Years 10 and 11 met with their counterparts 
from Glen Waverly Secondary School to discuss how leadership plays out in both of our schools, 
as well as identifying what leadership means to us. The collaborative event began with a lunch, 
over which we introduced ourselves to each other and kick-started the discussions for the next 
part of the afternoon. 

Following this, we headed to the David McGrail Theatre, where we discussed why we believed 
student voice was important, what we were proud of as student leaders and what has been most 
challenging. Along with the most important question of, which five leaders from any point in time 
would you have a dinner party and why? The informal but still informative style of this part of 
the session helped the student leaders feel comfortable in the environment, which gave us the 
freedom to explore ideas.

After that dialogue, we moved into a group task which got us to consider to what ‘Voice’, ‘Agency’ 
and ‘Leadership’ means to us. This promoted further reflections on the intricacies of our various 
positions within our schools. This task wrapped up with what I would consider the most important 
element of school leadership, asking the question: What’s next? In this, we broke up into smaller 
groups to discuss what we could and should do to be more proactive leaders within our school 
environments.

We would all like to thank Ms Harman, Mrs Noonan and their respective counterparts at Glen 
Waverley Secondary College, with the hope that this will be the first of many 
more interschool collaborative exercises.

Ned Lindenmayer
Year 11 Captain

Return to page 1
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Careers News
Updates on tertiary selection processes for 2020
Every year there are minor changes to the tertiary selection processes our Year 12 students need 
to understand and handle well. This year the changes are bigger than ever before.

This year students receive their ATAR at 7 am on Thursday 12 December. Students can some up 
to see me on the Thursday and Friday if they wish to receive further counselling. The Change of 
Preference period officially closes at 4 pm on Saturday 14 December.  

Summary of Offers for 2020 
1. Thursday 12 December, 7 am – ATAR arrives 

•	 This is the Change of Preference period. This is where I advise students to deduct 10 
points from their ATAR and make sure they list 2 courses that are 10 points LOWER than 
their ATAR.  (Look at the VTAC website under each course to see the lowest student 
accepted – excluding adjustment factors. 

•	 Students have until 4 pm on Saturday 14 December to change their preferences. 
•	 They can see me at school on Thursday and Friday. But I want all students to already 

have back-up courses with MUCH LOWER scores than they think their ATAR score will 
be. These are safety nets and each time I see students, I am checking to see that they 
have many safety nets ready. 

2. Saturday 14 December, 4 pm - Change of Preference closes 

3. Wednesday 18 December, 2 pm – Students should all receive an offer if they have followed 
my advice.   

•	 Students will receive one offer from VTAC only. They will receive the highest offer they 
qualify for.  Students must make sure they have listed their preferences from their favourite 
down to their least favourite.

•	 Students must accept the offer. Never reject it. This may be the only offer they receive. 
•	 After accepting their offer, students can now re-rank courses and even add new courses 

as they may be lucky enough to receive another offer later on.  

4. Wednesday 18 December, 4 pm – Change of Preference reopens again and closes on Friday 
20 December, 4 pm 

Further offers may arrive on these dates - 

7 January, 10 January, 15 January, 20 January, 24 January 2020

•	 If students receive any other offer in any round after the 18 December, ACCEPT this new 
offer first and only then withdraw from the previous offer.  

Summary of best advice when applying for courses
1. I am currently seeing students and triple checking that they have unmissable courses on 

their list.  It is important to remember that after students receive their ATAR, they should 
not delete favourite courses which may have cut off scores higher than their ATAR.  Scores 
can go up or down.  Students should keep their dream courses….but have those back-up 
courses.

2. Courses should be ranked from most preferred to least preferred, not in order of how difficult 
or easy they are to gain entry to.

3. When the ATAR arrives, every student should DEDUCT 10 points from their ATAR and make 
sure that they list two courses on their Change of Preference that are 10 points lower than 
their ATAR.  This allows for the fact that demand for courses can drop or go up and ATAR 
scores rise and fall accordingly.

4. All students have seen me many times over the year, and all should already have great back-
up courses already listed way before Change of Preference time.

Return to page 1
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5. Students should consider all universities and all TAFE institutes.  I can advise students about 
the quickest and most attractive pathways from TAFE to university and from one university course 
to another.  As I see students over the year, I constantly point out various options and pathways 
into their dream courses and careers. 

The new offer process
In the past, students have received their First Round Offer at the end of January.  

This year, for the first time ever, students will receive a VTAC First Round Offer at 2pm on 
Wednesday 18 December.  An early Christmas present!  Students who have applied in other 
states may also receive an offer per state. Students should not hold onto multiple offers for more 
than two or three days. A decision must be made and the student should then officially withdraw 
from any previous offer/s accepted.

Students receive one offer only from the maximum of 8 courses they can register in Victoria.  The 
good news is that if students have followed my advice, every student should receive an offer on 
the 18 December.  I provide every student with back up courses that they will definitely receive 
an offer into should they just miss out on receiving an offer into one of their more preferred and 
higher listed courses.  

The not-so-good news is that most years there are some students who will not follow my advice 
and consequently do not receive any offer in this First Round of Offers. Understandably, this is 
very distressing for students when their friends all have offers and relatives are calling to see what 
course they have been accepted into.  

Why would students not follow my advice?  There are still some students who refuse to 
consider universities other than the University of Melbourne and Monash.  I continue to do a lot 
of counselling/marketing and speaking to our students about real case studies of ex-students 
who have not attended these two universities yet have become extremely successful in their 
chosen careers.  Fortunately, the number who cling to the belief that the University of Melbourne 
and Monash University are the only great universities has fallen.  Most of our students are now 
quite happy to consider RMIT and Deakin.  However, fewer are happy to consider studying at 
Swinburne, La Trobe, Australian Catholic University or Victoria University.  These are all wonderful 
universities. 

A higher number of students remain reluctant to consider starting their post-secondary studies 
at TAFE.  Students who refuse to list courses at universities other than their perceived ‘top two 
universities’ or refuse to list courses at TAFE, will miss out on receiving any First Round Offer. 
Unfortunately, they will then also have forfeited very good courses they could have received an 
offer into but which are then full.  They are also left with a smaller pool of courses from which to 
choose.  

Additional information on the First Offer Round on the 18 December

•	 Some courses will not be making offers at this time.
•	 We know that offers into Medicine and courses with folios or auditions will not be making 

offers on the 18 December.  In addition to this, universities have the option of not making 
offers into selected courses. Some information may be made available on institution 
websites.

•	 Importantly, this does not alter the fact that every student should receive an offer on the 
18 December.  If, for example, a student has listed Medicine (or another course that is not 
participating in the 18 December offers), this student should still receive a lower offer on 
their preference list.

•	 All students know that they must accept their first offer and then wait for a possible second 
offer.  They then accept the second offer (this will almost always be a higher listed course) 
before withdrawing from the first offer. 

Return to page 1
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Subsequent offers
Another change to the process this year is the introduction of rolling offers being made after the 
First Round Offers.  Students may receive offers on the 15 January and the 3, 17, 19 and 24 of 
February. 

Once again, students know that they must accept the first offer that arrives and if a later offer 
arrives, accept this and then withdraw from the first.  This pattern continues with any further 
offers.  In addition to ongoing one to one counselling, I will provide our students with a concise 
summary of the offer process and the major considerations. For example, students need to know 
that they only have a specified time within which to accept a new offer and withdraw from the 
previous offer. Students will all be well informed about processes such as this.    

Final thoughts
I always promise our Year 12 students that I will place them all in a great careers pathway that will 
lead eventually to their dream course or career.  I will continue to honour my 100% guarantee.  
Ideally, every student will follow my advice and therefore will receive a First Round Offer.  Those 
who miss out on an offer because they have not followed my advice will be placed in viable 
courses as soon as school starts in 2020.  I always track every student and place every student.  
Please encourage your son/daughter to be open to considering courses at all universities and at 
all TAFE institutes.  

The post-secondary study landscape is extremely complicated and new pathways from one 
tertiary course to another and from TAFE to university are constantly being created.  One of 
my major responsibilities is keeping up with these changes.  As I mentioned earlier, I can show 
students the quickest (and cheapest) ways to move from course to course and institution to 
institution while gaining the maximum credit for prior learning (RPL).  

With hard work, determination and the love and support of friends and family, all students can 
realise their career dreams.  I look forward to helping our students reach their dreams as quickly 
and as happily as humanely possible.  

Erin Shale 
Careers Counsellor

Year 12 Student Leaders 
Last week, our Year 12 student leaders had their last workshop as a leadership team. A youth 
worker from the Boroondara Youth Service ran this final session, which included team-building 
activities as well as some personal reflections. The 2019 student leadership team has worked 

so cooperatively this year, with clubs and committees collaborating in a range of 
activities and initiatives. Also, as the students approach the examination period, we 
trust that the Year 12 leadership team will guide their cohort, encourage positive 
participation at the end of year celebrations and support one another during the 
examainations. Good luck to the class of 2019 in the coming weeks.

Louise Noonan
Director of Student Leadership/Voice

Return to page 1
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Year 11 OES Alpine camp
Year 11 Outdoor Environmental Studies students had a fantastic opportunity to be a part of the 
Bogong Outdoor School up at Falls Creek recently. The camp allowed for many connections to 
the curriculum including the impact of cattle grazing along with how green building infrastructure 
works. We had a presentation from a Parks ranger and a Falls Creek resort manager to better 
understand the issues land managers face in trying to maintain a healthy environment. The school 
has many environmental strategies in place including ‘meat free Mondays’, ‘edible gardens’ 
and ‘the living bin movement’ which enable students to see these small initiatives in action and 
understand the benefits, in the hope that they will encourage others to be more environmentally 
aware. 

On Tuesday, students pack up for an overnight stay 
camping adventure on the snow. The morning was 
spent practicing our new cross-country skiing skills 
followed by an afternoon of trekking to the campsite 
skiing with all our equipment on our back. We built 
our snow kitchen and set out the tents. We had 
some of the best weather for the season with clear 
blue skies allowing for an amazing sunset in the 
valley. 

Thursday was the highly anticipated down-hill skiing day. With a change of equipment, we headed 
off to enjoy the sunshine yet again. With some direct instruction, students were able to pick up 
the skills successfully and then move on to enjoy the day skiing all over the mountain. Using the 
chairlifts and pommels for the first time stirred up a bit of excitement and laughter. 

To the credit of all students who showed perseverance and determination, they were all able to 
achieve beyond what they thought they might and came away from the experience amazed at 
how well they did. 

A few words from the students who attended the camp
Gus- “I enjoyed Chef Phil’s delectable treats that kept me going throughout the ski camp.”

Will- “The camp was thoroughly enjoyable. My favourite part was probably the experienced 
instructors teaching us how to ski, especially Phil Bellingham who is a cross-country ski Olympian. 
I also enjoyed the lessons where we were taught to backwards ski safely and how to approach 
jumps.” 

Alec- “During the camp I found it challenging to cross country ski but it was very rewarding for me 
as I have a newfound appreciation for bushwalking. I found downhill skiing really fun and really 
wished I could give it another go.” 

Phoebe Crawford
Head of Outdoor Education Programs 

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


19
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 15  20 SEPTEMBER 2019

News cont.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COME & TRY LAWN BOWLS
Sunday, 13th October, 2019

11.00am – 3.00pm

 
 
 

60 BUCHANAN AVENUE, BALWYN NORTH, VIC, 3104  PH: 9859 3828 
ENQUIRIES TO MIKE ELLSMORE  PH: 0403 152 300 

•All welcome 
•Bowls provided 
•Guidance provided 
•Wear flat soles shoes 
•Make friends 
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Summer uniform PE Summer uniformSummer uniform

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
Uniform shop facts

•	 We are open every Thursday (during school terms)
•	 Our normal opening times are 3.00 - 4.30 pm
•	 We are located in the canteen building (look for our signs)
•	 We have hundreds of quality items for sale and stock changes weekly 
•	 We can sell your uniform for you and you receive up to 70% of the sale price
•	 We only sell current uniform (beware if buying online!)
•	 Look out for updates on Compass such as extended trading hours or sales
•	 We accept cash, cheque, credit cards, EFTPOS and Apple Pay    (2% surcharge on any 

transaction through Square)
•	 We have change rooms for checking sizes
•	 We are staffed by helpful volunteers
•	 Full details of our shop and how to sell are on the school website

Updates 
•	 Summer uniform items are now availbale to purchase
•	 Currently for sale are blazers, jumpers, trousers, shirts, shorts, dresses, skirts, socks, 

ties, school bags and sports uniforms. 
•	 WANTED – Do you have a dress or summer shirt you no longer wear? We have people 

wanting to purchase these items.
•	 We need some more volunteers as we gear up for our busy season. If you are able 

to help, even for an hour, we would love to hear from you. Please contact Andrea at 
secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

We look forward to seeing you in Term 4.

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

Calendar of Events

Tuesday 15 October
Junior Vocal Soiree

Wednesday 9 October
Year 8 Musical Excursion 
Charlie & The Chocolate 
Factory Year 8A-G

Wednesday 23 October
Year 8 Musical Excursion
Charlie & The Chocolate 
Factory Year 8H-S

Monday 7 October - 17 
November
AMEB Exam Period

Tuesday 22 October
Spring Concerts

Thursday 31 October
Music Try Out Night

Thursday 7-Tuesday 12 
November 
Victorian School Music Festival

Monday 9 December
Presentation Night

Spring Concerts Tuesday 22 October 
We invite the school community, general public and 
encourage families and friends to bring along guests 
to enjoy an evening of fine music at the 2019 Spring 
Concerts. These are the final concerts of 2019 and 
feature the junior and intermediate ensembles of the 
instrumental music program.

Guests are welcome to stay and enjoy light refreshments 
during the break between the two concerts. Please 
do not book tickets for student performers as they 
are required to sit in the performers’ area during their 
concert session.

Spring Concert 1 – Tuesday 22 October, 6:00-7.00 pm, David McGrail Theatre

Training Concert Band, Junior Concert Band, Newitt String Orchestra, Intermezzo String Orchestra

Spring Concert 2 – Tuesday 22 October, 7.30-9.00 pm, David McGrail Theatre

Cantabile (Junior Choir), A-Strings Orchestra, Junior String Orchestra, Novice Concert Band, 
Intermediate Concert Band

Tickets: Adults $8 - Students $2 includes light refreshments between Concert 1 and Concert 2

To book this event, please go to http://www.trybooking.com

VCE Unit 3/4 Music Performance
On Monday 16 September our VCE Unit 3/4 Music Performance class performed a range of their 
solo performance program. This is an invaluable concert as it prepares the students for their final 
performances over the next couple of months. Thank you to Grace Tan and the music staff for 
their support of the students at the performance evening and throughout the year. We wish all 
our VCE music students every success as they now prepare for the final weeks of their Unit 4  
music program.

Pizza, Pasta and all that Jazz
On Tuesday 17 September we enjoyed a wonderful evening of jazz at the Veneto Club Bulleen as 
we celebrated the end of term with our Stage Bands, Jazz Vocal Ensemble, Clarinet ensemble, 
Flute Ensemble  selected soloists and alumni. Thank you to Mal Sedergreen for his co-ordination 
of the event and to Tracey Launder and Vikki Divitcos for their support for this event. A wonderful 
conclusion to our program for the term!

Presentation Night Monday 9 December
Presentation Night is always a wonderful night of celebration and acknowledgement of our 
students. This is a night where the entire school community comes together to celebrate the 
achievements in the areas of academic, leadership, co-curricular and citizenship awards.

The Years 7 and 8 rehearsals for Presentation Night have now commenced . The Symphony 
Orchestra and Choirs  have  commenced rehearsals this term and congratulations to all the 
students who have been selected to perform in the orchestra.

Tickets for Presentation Night will be on sale Term 4; more details related to ticket sales will be 
available early next term.

We wish all our students a relaxing ,safe term break and look forward to seeing you all at the start 
of Term 4.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

and all 
that CONCERTS

SPRING

6:00pm & 7:30pm, David McGrail Theatre
Tickets: $8 Adults, $2 Students

Tickets on sale Term 4

TUESDAY 22 OCTOBER 
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

STEAM Tour 2020
The information Night for the inaugural STEAM tour to the USA was held on Monday 9 September 
with a large number of families attending. We look forward to providing an exceptional learning 
experience to those students who will join us on this tour in 2020. The 12-day educational tour 
involves three days immersion at the Kennedy Space Centre, three days immersion at Universal 
Studios, two days at DisneyWorld, an iFLY wind tunnel experience and an air boat tour of the 
Florida Everglades. At each activity, students will experience first-hand the different facets of 
STEAM and develop an appreciation and understanding of how what they learn at Balwyn High 
school is relevant and applicable to the real world.

Stimulating your minds
As you prepare for the Term 3 holidays, we would like to wish you all a 
safe term break and hope that it provides you with an opportunity for rest 
and relaxation. 

If you are looking for something to do to stimulate your minds, there are 
a number of easy to do at home experiments. One example is “Making 
Oobleck dance”! It’s simple, fun, and a bit messy, but will get you thinking 
about physical concepts such a fluid dynamics and sound waves. Find all 
instructions here: http://www.housingaforest.com/dancing-oobleck/

Solution to last Lion’s puzzle
Congratulations to Adarsh Vijayakrishnan (7G) who successfully answered all the questions from 
last Lion correctly! Stay tuned for more exciting quizzes next term. 

Round 1 (Physics) Answers
1. Converge  2. Water  3. Western Australia 4. Optics 5. Proton

Round 2 (Chemistry) Answers
1. Francium, germanium or polonium 2. Alfred Nobel 3. Sublimation 4. Carbon 5. Copper and 
nickel

Round 3 (Plants and Animals) Answers
1. Red 2. They eat them (they are chicken eggs) 3. Four 4. Sperm whale 5. Two legs

Round 4 (Maths) Answers
1. Four faces 2. 6 pets 3. No 4. Seven 5. Andrew Wiles

Source: https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/mega-quiz/

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics and Science
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Calendar of Events

State Champions
Year 8 Girls Badminton Team
Pamela Chabbou, Janithri De Silva, Emma Ho, 
Sharanya Maheshwari, Claris Tay

(Student Coaches, Joanna Chin, Rachel Chin & 
Vikki Lin)

State Finals - Runners Up
Senior Boys Soccer Team
Saad Moukachar, Emile Peios, Andre Russo, 
Sean Van Benten (Year 11) James Angelopoulos, 
Frank Carbone, Aaron D’Sa, Alan Gokoglu, Fraser 
Johnson, Geordie Kordas,  Dimitri Kosmas, Dean 
Papanicolaou, Chris Papas, Marco Perrone, 
Nik Roiniotis (Year 12)

State Finals - Runners Up
Senior Girls Hockey Team
Florence Harrison, Nuo Hu, Maureen Ijzerman, 
Stephanie Manton, Jemma Miritis, Airiarn Stewart 
(Year 11) Isabella Bianco, Sophie Connolly, Claire 
Highfield, Felicia Hua, Claire McInnes, Nikita 
Sinclair, Yuwei Xu (Year 12)

Tuesday 8 October
Region Finals – Inter Boys 
Hockey

Friday 11 October
Region Athletics
(Held at Knox Athletics 
Track)

Monday 14 October
Chess State Final

Tuesday 15 October
Region Finals – Inter Girls 
Hockey

Wednesday 16 October
Region Finals – Year 8 Girls 
Hockey

Thursday 17 October
Region Finals – Inter Girls 
Cricket

Region Finals – Year 7 
Boys & Girls Table Tennis

Friday 18 October
State Athletics 
(Held at 
Lake Side Stadium)
Region Final - Year 8 Boys 
Hockey

State Finalists
Senior Girls Table Tennis
Teng Hui Fiona Lim, Anna Nguyen, 
Janet Tse (Year 11) Oormi Chakravarty, 
Yuqing Lin (Year 12)
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Sport

State Finalists
Intermediate Girls Soccer Team
Maya Gale, Olivia Hamley, Hannah Kennedy, Anthea Kordas, Ekaterini 
Loutas, Jamee Simas, Olivia Tsiandikos, 
Giorgia Vourvahakis (Year 9) Lauren Chen, Jewel Marinis, Stella Reid, 
Frances Zhong (Year 10) Shayna Poorun, Elisabeth Tsiandikos (Year 
11)

(Student Coaches, Marcus Humbert, Ash Orangi, Matthew Zini)

State Champions
Senior Girls Squash Team
Jananii Sukunesan (Year 8) Eishaanii Sukunesan 
(Year 10) Panayiota Koutsantonis (Year 11)

State Finalists
Senior Boys Squash Team
Spencer Gerontzos, Philip Gerontzos, Alexander 
Karathanassis,  Zhi Xin Guo, Renchie Yang, 
Emmanouil Vourvahakis

State Finalists - Runners Up
Intermediate Squash Team
Blake Italiano (Year 9), Leo Brooks, Jameson Falzon (Year 10)

State Champions
Year 7 Girls Soccer Team
Aisha Castellas, Chloe Collard, Olivia Doufas, Chloe Dussin, 
Shu Yi Keelia Ho, Charlotte Ishkan, Asimi Loutas, Katherine 
Margaritis, Victoria Panas, Megan Papalia, Sarnsiree Plant, 
Nalina Plant, Madeleine Rees, Eve Stewart, Amelia Tarulli, 
Alexia Tsiandikos

(Student Coaches, Olivia Hamley, Hannah Kennedy, 
Nia McCatty, Jamee Simas)
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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